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SCRIPTURE DOCTRINE 
| * F El : 


PREDESTINATION, 


ELECTION 3 REPROBATION. 


HE Scripture faith, God hath choſen us in 
Cxriſt ft, before the fe oundation of the world, 
that we Mou id be holy, and without blame before him 
in love, And St. Peter calls the Saints, + Ele ac- 
cording to the fortknowledge of God the Father, thro. 
fandifecation of the Spirit, unto obedience. And St, 
Paul faith unio them, * God hath from the beginning 
choſen you to ſalvation, thro' ſanctſication of the & 
- Fr belief of the Truth ; whereunto he hath called 
by our go by to the obtaining of the glory of our 


ws 

Lond ſus d all — places of Scripture it is plain 
that God hath choſen ſome to life and glory, before 
or from the foundation of the world. And the 
wiſdom of all Chriſtians ts, To labour that their 
judgments may be informed herein, according to 
the Scripture. And to that end let us conſider the 

manner of God's ſpeaking to the ſons of men, 

3. God faith to Abraham; Rom. iv. 17, As it is 
ee J have made thee a father of many nations be- 
| fore him whom he believed, even God who quickenethy 
the dead, and calleth things that are not as tho they. 


Epheſ. i 4. +1 Pet. i. 2, f Theſſ. ii. 13, 14. 
- A 2 | were. 


5 rn \ 


were. Obſerve, God ſpeaks then, at that preſent 
time, to Abraham, ſaying, I have made thee a father 
of many nations, notwithſtanding Abraham was not 
at that time the father of one child, but Iſhmael}. 


How then muſt we underſtand, I have made. thee a 
father of many nations ? 


4. The Apoſtle tells us plainly, it was ſo, Before 
God, who calleth chings that are not, as tho* they were. 
And ſo he calleth Abraham, The father of many na- 
tions, tho? he was not as yet the father even of Iſaac, 
in whom his ſeed was to be called. 


5. God uſeth the ſame manner of ſpeaking, when 
he calleth Chriſt, * The'Lamb flain from the, foun= 


dation of the world; altho'-indeed he was not ſlain 
for ſeveral thouſand years after. Hence thereſo e 


we may eaſily underſtand what he ſpeaketh of 
Tlecting us from the foundation of the world. | 
6. God calleth Abraham a father of many na- 
tions, tho? not ſo at that time. He calleth Chriſt, 
The Lamb flain from the foundation of the world, 


tho“ not ſlain till he was a man in the fleſh, Even 
fo he calleth men Elected from the foundation of the 
world, tho' not elected till they were men in the 
fleſh, Yet it is all ſo before God, who knowing 


all things from eternity; Calleth things that are not, 


as tho” they were. 


* — 
« 


called The Lamb flain from the foundation of the 


world, and yet not flam till ſeveral thouſand: years 
after, till the day of his death; ſo alſo men are 
called Elect from the foundation of the world, and yet 
are not elected perhaps till ſeveral thouſand years 


after, till the day of their converſion to God, 


8. And indeed this is plain, without going far. 


ther, from thoſe very words of St, Peter, Elect, ac- 


cording to the fore-knowledge of God, thro' Janctiſi- 


cation of the rs obedzences, 1Fory, i os 
If the Ele& are choſen thro' the ſanctification of 


the Spirit, then they were not choſen before they 
* Rev, xi. & 5 
„„ were 


7. By all which it is clear, that as Chriſt: was 
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Voere ſanctißed by the Spirit. But they were not 


ſanftified by the Spirit, before they had a being. 
It is plain then neither were they choſen from the 
foundation of the world. But God calleth things 
that are nat, as tho' they were, as 

9. This is alſo plain from thoſe words of St. Paul, 
God hath from the beginning choſen you to ſalvation, 
thro* ſanctiſication of the Spirit, and belief of the 
OR Now, TT ETD TC | | 


If the Saints are chofen to falvation, thro? be- 


( ' 


XX tieving of the Truth, and were called to believe 


that truth by the hearing of the goſpel, then they 
were not. choſen. before they believed the truth, 
and before they heard the goſpel, whereby they 


were called to believe. But they were choſen thro® 
belief of the truth, and called to believe it by the 


goſpel, Therefore they were not choſen before 


they believed; much leſs before they had a being, 


any more than Chriſt was ſlain, before he had a 
being. 80 plain is it, that they were not elected, 
till they believed; altho” God calleth things that 
are not, as tho” they. were. „„ | 

10. Again, how plain is it, where St. Paul faith 
that they whom * God did predeſtinate, according to 
the counſel of his own will, to be to the praiſe of his 
glory, were ſuch as did firſt truft in Chriſt 7 And in 


the very next verſe, he ſaith, that they trufted in 


Chriſt, after they heard the word of truth(not before.) 
But they did not hear the word before they were 
born, Therefore it is plain, the act of Election is 
in time, tho' known of God before; who, according 
to his knowledge, often ſpeaketh of the things 


. which are not, as tho' they were. And thus is the 
great ſtumbling-block about Election taken away, 


that men may make their calling and election fure. 


11. The Scripture tells us as plainly what Pre- 
_ deſtination is: it is, God's fore-appointing obedient 


Believers to ſalvation, not without, but according to 


Eis fore-knowledge of all their works, from the foun- 
lation of the world, And ſo likewife he predeſti- 


» Ephef, i. 11, 12. a 
„ nates 


; 


nates or fore-appoints all diſobedient Unbelievers 
to damnation, not without, but according to his fore- 
knowledge of all their works, from the þ ee of 
NE Wo i EE EE Fad Tabs 
12. We may conſider this a little farther. God 
from the foundation of the world fore-knew all 
men's believing or not believing. And according 
to this his fore-knowledge, he choſe or elected a 
obedient Believers, as ſueh, to falvation, and re- 
fuſed or reprobated all diſabedient,Unbelievers, as 
ſuch, to damnation. ; Thus the Scripture teaches us 
y 1 ar $ | | F F111 
to conſider Election and Reprobation, according to 
the n of God, from the foundation "x the 
world. De Ts W cr ed i oe 
195 But here ſome may object, that I hold our 
Faith and Obedience to be the cauſe of God's 
e ooo ona 7 
I anſwer, I 40 hold, That Faith in Chriſt pro- 
ducing Obedience to him is @ (uſe without which 
God ele&eth none to glory; for we never read of 
God's electing to glory, any who lived and died a 
diſobedient Unbeliever. But I do not hold, that 


of this is eaſily ſhewn, thus: 5 | 
_ © Suppoſe my Obedience is a cauſe of my election 
to ſalvation, What is the cauſe of my Obedience? 


it is the cauſe 5 which he eleQs any: the contrary 


* 


Anſ. My love to Chriſt. 5 L 
But what is the caufe of my love to Chriſt ? 
Anf. My faith in Chriſt, © 

But what is the cauſe of my faith in Chriſt? 

Anſ. The preaching of the goſpel af Chriſt. 
But what is the cauſe of the preaching of the 
goſpel to us? An. Chriſt's dying for us. © 
£ t what is the cauſe of Chriſt's dying for us? 
Anf. God's great love of pity wherewith he 
loved us, even when we were dead in treſpaſſes and 
14. Thus all men may fee, that I do not hold God 
choſe any man to life and ſalvation for any good 
which he had done, or for any which was in him, 


before he put it there. And this I ſhall ſhew more 
at large from the Oracles of God, — | 
| | 1. God's 


cauſe of t 
' Scriptures, & How fhall they call on him in whom they 


all that believe are juſtified from all t 


(7) 


1. God's great love and pity, where with he loved 


the ſons of men, even while they were dead in 
treſpaſſes and fins, was the cauſe of his ſending his 


Son to die for them; as appears from the following 


Scriptures; * God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, to the end that all who believe in 
him, ſhould not periſh but have everlaſting life, For 


+ when we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 


died for the ungodly. And, God commendeth his love 


to us, in that whale we were yet ſinners, Chrift died 


os Chriſt's dying for our fins is the cauſe of the 
golpel's being preached to us, as 1 e ſrom thoſe 


Scriptures, 4 Veſus came and fpake unto them, ſay- 
ing, All power is given unto me in heaven and earth. 


Go ye therefore and teach all nations. ꝗ Go ye into all 


the world and preach the goſpel to every creature. 


3. The golpel's being preached to ſinners is the 
Fete believing, as appears from thole 


have not believed? And how fhall they believe in him 


© of whom they have not heard? And how ſhall they hear 
ꝛithout a Preacher ? So then faith cometh by hearing 


and hearing by the word of GO. 
4. Men's believing is the cauſe of their juſtifi- 


cation, as appears from thoſe e h | By him 
bop LF | things. J He is the 
Fuſtifier of all that believe in "Jeſus, Therefore we 


conelude that a man is juſtified by faith, without the 
deeds of the law. ** Ahraliam believed God, and it 


was imputed h him for righteouſneſs. Now it was 


not written for his ſake alone, that it was imputed. to 


him ; but for us alſo to whom it ſhall be imputed, if 
we believe on him that raiſed up Feſus from the dead ; 
who was delivered for our offences, and roſe again for 


our Juſtification, \* 


5. Our knowing ourſelves juſtified by faith is 


the cauſe of our love to Chriſt, as appears from 


* John. iii. 16. + Rom. v 6, &c 4 Matt. xxviii. 18. 6 Mark 
xvi 13. [Rom. x. 15, &c. 1 Acts xiii. gg, ** Rom. iii. 
26, &c. f Rom iv. 3, 23, &6. „ 
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thoſe 
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thoſe Scriptures, Herein is love, not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us, and ſent his Son to be the 


Propitiation for our fins. + We love him, becauſe hg 
firſt loved us. A 


6. Our love to Chriſt is the cauſe of our obeying 


him, as appears from thoſe Scriptures, f V ye love 


me leep my commandments, He that hath my com- 
mandments and keepeth them, he it ts that loveth me. 


And, If any man love me he will keep my words. & hor 
this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. , 


7. Our obeying Chriſt is the cauſe of his giving 


us eternal life, as appears from thoſe Scriptures, 
| Not every one that faith unto me, Lord, Lord, all 
enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that doth the 


* 


will of my Father which is in heaven, J Blefſed are t 


o þ * & 
that do his commandments, that they may have male 


to the treeof liſe, and may enter in thro” the gates into the 
city. And ** Chrift being made perfect thro' ſufferings 
he became the Author of eternal ſalvation to all that 
obey nim. 5 5 
136. This may be e thus: 
1. God's love was the cauſe of 
Son to die for ſinners. | 5 . 
2. Chriſt's dying for ſinners is the cauſe of the 
goſpel's being preached. | | 


* 


3. The preaching of the goſpel is the cauſe (or 


e of our believing. 
4. 


5. The knowing ourſelves juſtified. thro* his 
blood, is the cauſe of our love to Chrift, . 
6. Our love to Chriſt is the cauſt of our obe- 


dience to him. 
7. Our obedience to Chriſt is the cauſe of his 
becoming the Author of eternal ſalvation to us. 
16. Thefe following things therefore ought well 
to be conſidered by all that fear God. 3 


1. There was a neceſſity of God's love in ſend- 
ing his Son to die for us, without which he had 


7 


not come to die. 


John iv. 10. + 1 John iv 19. f John xiv. 15. 21, &c; 


a 91 John V. 3 | Matt, Vil, 21, T Rev. xxii. 14 * Heb. V. 9 a 
hs | 2. There 


is ſending his 


. Our believing is the cauſe (or condition) of 
our juſtification. | | 5 


Wes. 


: 


3 


2. There was a neceſſity of Chriſt's love in dy- 


ing for us, without which the goſpel could not 


have been preached. _ ; 
3. There was a neceſſity of the goſpel's being 
preached, without which there could have been. 
„ 7-5; : I ELD, 
4. There is a neceſlity of our Naur the goſ- 
pel, without which we cannot be juſtifiet. 
5. There is a neceſſity of our being juſtified by 
faith in the blood of Chriſt, without which we 
cannot come to know that he loved us, and waſhed 
us from our fins in his own blood. 3 ; 
6. There is a neceſſity of our knowing his love, 
who firſt loved us, without which we cannot love 
7. There is a neceſſity of our loving him, with- 
out Which we cannot keep his commandments. 
8. There is a neceſſity of our keeping his com- 
mandments, without which we cannot enter into 
eternal life. * . 
Buy all which we ſee, that there is as great a ne- 
ceſſity of our keeping the commandments of God, 
as there was of. God's ſending his Son into the 


2 1 


world, or of Chriſt's dying for our ſins. 


17. But for whoſe ſins did Chriſt die? Did he 
die for All men, or but for Some? e 
To this alſo I ſhall anſwer by the Scriptures, 
ſhewing, 1. The teſtimony of all the Prophets. 
2. Of the Angel of God. 3. Of Chriſt himſelf, 
And, 4. Of his Apoſtles _ 5 
Firſt, The Prophet Iſaiah faith thus, * Surely he 
kat borne our griefs, and carried our forrows ; yet did 
we efleem him flricken, ſmitten of God and affiified, 
But he was wounded for our 'tranſsreffions, he. was 
bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of our peace 
was 22 and with his ſtripes we are healed. All 
like ſheep, have gone aftray ; we have turned every 

one to hig own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
bhe iniguities of us all. Thus Ifaiah ſheweth plainly, | 
that the iniquities of all thoſe who went aſtray, 
„ San OT RT 
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| „„ 
were laid upon Chriſt. And to him the teſtimony 
of all the other Prophets agreeth: + To him gave all 
the Prophets bitneſs, that thro' his Name whoſoever 
believeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion of fins, The 
ſame ſaith that great Prophet, John the Baptiſt, who 


I came to bear witneſs of the Light, that all men thro”. 
au miglit believe. And again, 5 Behold, ſaith he, the 


Lamb 4 God, that taketh away the jins of the world, 
Thus ave all the Prophets with one conſent 
teſtifed, that God laid upon Chrift the iniquities of 
all that were gone aftray; that he is the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the fins of the world ; that 
all men thro' him may believe; and t 
whoſoever believeth in him, all receive remiſſion 0 2 

Secondly. The Angel of God teſtified the ſame 
thing, ſaying, || Fear not; for I bring you glad 
tidings of great joy, which ſhall be to: all people, which 
Was, that there was born unto them a Saviour, even 


_ Chrift the Lord, By this alſo it appears, that Chriſh 


died for all men. For elſe it could not have been 


| N tidings of great joy, to all people; but rather 


al tidings to all thoſe for whom he died not. 


| Thirdly, We come now to the words of Chriſt 
_ Himſelf, who knew his own bufineſs better than 


any man elſe; and therefore, if his teſtimony 


| _ with theſe, we muſt needs be convinced that 
th 


ey are true. Now, he ſpeaks thus, I 4s Moſes 


lifted up the ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the 
. Jp | ſocver believeth in 


of Man be lifted up, that 
him, fhould not periſh, but have everlaſting life. For 
God ſo loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhauld not periſſi, 


but have everlaſting life. For God ſent not his Son 


to condemn the world, but that the world thro him 
might be - ſaved, Thus we ſee the words of Chriit 


agree with the words of the Prophets; therefore it 


muſt needs be owned that Chriſt died for all. 
Fourthly, Andnow we will hear what the Apoſtles 

fay concerning this thing. The love of Chrift,. 

1 As x. 43. f Johni.7. bv 29. 1 Luke ii, 10 || John. 
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WT cath the Apoſtle Paul, conf 


| 1 John iv, 14. 


11 . 
raineth us, becauſe we thus 
judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead; and 


RT that he died for all, that they which live ſhoutd not hence- 
Xx forth live unto themſelves, but unto hum that died for 
chem, and roſe again. And to Timothy he ſaith, 
"XX *there is one Cod, and one Mediator between God and 
Man, the Man Chriſt ' Feſus, who gave himſelf a ran- 


om for all, to be teſtified in due time. Again he ſaith 
o Titus, + The grace of God, which bringeth ſalvation 


| j fo all men hath appeared. And yet again to the He- 
"X brews, T That he, by the grace of God, taſted death for 
. 7 #very man. And to this agreeth St. John, witneſſing, 


He is the Propitiation for our fins ; and not for ours 


6 | only, but alſo for the fins of the whole world, And 
again, ſpeaking of himſelf and the reſt of the Apoſ- 
tles, he ſaith, || We have feen and do teſtiſy that the 


Father ſent the Son, to be the Saviour of the world, 


Thus we have the teſtimony of all the Prophets, 
of the Angel of God, of Chriſt himſelf, and of his 
holy Apoſtles, all agreeing together in one, to prove 


that Chriſt died for all mankind, 

18. What then can they, who deny this, ſay ? 
Why, they commonly ſay, All Men, in theſe Scrip- 
tures, does not mean All Men, but only The Elect; 
that Every Man here does not mean Every Man, 
but only every one of the Elect; that The World 
does not mean the.whole World, but only the world 
of Believers; and that the whole World, in St. John's 
words, does not mean the whole World, but only, 
The whole World of the Elect. | 

12 To this ſhameleſs, ſenſeleſs evaſion, I anſwer 
thus: rs | 

If the Scripture no where ſpeaks of a world of 


believers or Elect, then we have no ground, reaſon, 


pretence or excuſe for ſaying, Chriſt died only for 


no where ſpeaks of ſuch a world. Therefore we 
have no ground or pretence for ſpeaking thus. 
Nay, the Scripture is ſo far from calling believers 


or elected perſons, The World, that they are every 


1 Tim, ii. 5, 6. f Tit. ii. 11. 4 Heb. ii. 9. Fi John ii. 2. 


where 


— 


a world of believers or elect. But the Seripture, 


* 


2 
— — 2 5 
— — As 2 4 1 


F ⁵ - 


ſtrength, Chriſt died for the ungodly. 


„3 
where in Scripture plainly and expreſsly diſtin- 
guiſhed from The World, If ye were of the world, 
faith Chriſt, the world would love its own ; but be 
cauſe I have choſen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you. | 

20. But let the Scripture itſelf ſpeak, what 
world Chriſt died for. * When we were yet without 
While we were 
yet finners, Chriſt died for us, When we were ene- 
mies, we were reconciled to God by the death of has Son. 
From all which we may clearly ſee, that Chriſt 


died for the World of the ungodly, for the World of 


Sinners, for the world of his Enemies, the. Juſt On 

for the World of the Unjuſt. But the Elect, as Elect, 
are not unjuſt, Therefo ore he died not for the 
Elect, as Elect; but even for that world, St. John 
ſpeaks of, when he lays, The whole world W mn 
wickedneſs. | | 

21. If it be ſaid, . The EleQ were We once 
as well as others * I anſwer, True: but not as tey 
are Elect in Chriſt, but as they were out of Chriſt, 
without hope and without God in the world, There- 
fore, to ſay that Chriſt died for the Elect, as Elect, 
is abſolute nonſenſe and confuſion. 

22. To put this matter out of doubt, I would com- 

mend theſe following conſiderations to all ſober- 
minded men. 

1. The Scripture ſaith, Chriſt c. came to ſeek ood to 
fave that which was loft, 

But the Elect, as Elect, were not lol. 

Therefore Chriſt died not for the Elect, as or be- 
cauſe they were Elect; for that had been to ſeek 
and fave what was found and ſaved before, 

2. The Scripture ſaith, Chriſt died for the Unuft. 

But the Ele, as ſuch, are not unjuſt, 

Therefore, Chriſt died not for the Ele, as 
Elect; for that had been to juſtify them who were 
juſt before. 

3. The Scripture ſaith, He came to preach delive- 
rance to the Captive. 

But the Ele&, as Ele, are not Captive; for 


| Chriſt hath ſet then {ree, 


1 John xv. 19. * Rom, v. 6, 10, 


; f Therefore 
* 


8) „ 
E Therefore he died not for the Elect, as Elect; 
For that had been to ſet them at liberty who were 
Kt liberty before. 0 33 
4. The Scripture ſaith, He quickened them who were 
Head intreſbaſſes and ſins, ſuch as were without Chriſt, 
Elliens from the Common-wealth of | Iſrael, and 
rangers to the covenant of promiſe, without hope and 
oithout God in the world. 2 
But the EleR, as ſuch, are not dead in trefpaſſts . 
and jins, but alive unto God. Neither are they 
Ewithout Chriſt; for they are choſen in hin: nor are 
they aliens from the common-wealth of Iſrael, and 
rangers to the covenant of promiſe. Bat they are felloꝛo- 
Mitizens with the ſaints, and of the houſehold of God. 
Therefore Chriſt died not forthe Elect, as or becauſe 
they were Elect. For that had been to quicken them 
that were alive before, and to bring them into cove- 
nant, who were in covenant before, And thus, by 


f theſe men's account, our Lord loſt his labourof love, 


and accompliſhed A SOLEMN NOTHING. 
234. Thus having ſhewn the grievous folly of thoſe 
who ſay, that Chriſt died for none but the Ele, I ſhall 
nov prove by undeniable reaſons, that ke died for all 
== mankind, 5 „ | 
2 AReoa/. 1. Becauſe all the Prophets, the Angel of 
Cod, Chriſt himſelf, and his holy Apoſtles with one 
-x conſent affirm it. | 
Rea. 2. Becauſe there is not one Scripture, from 
the beginning of Geneſis to the end of the Revelation, 
rhat denies it, either negatively, by ſaying, that he 
q id not die for all; or affirmatively, by ſaying, that 
e did die but for ſome. 1 bh | 
=. Feaf. 3. Becauſe he himſelf commanded, that 
the golpel ſhould be preached to every creature. 
Reaf. 4. Becauſe he calleth all men, every where to repent. 
= -ca/. 5. Becauſe thoſe who periſh, are damned 
bor not believing in the name of the only begotten Son 0 
Cod. Therefore, he muſt have died for Them, Elfe + 
they would be damned for not believing a lie. 
Reaf. 6, Becauſe they which are damned might have 
been ſaved, For thus faith the word of God, * They re- 
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(24 } ö 
cerved not the love of the truth that they might be ſaved, | 
Therefore God ſhall ſend them ftrong deluſions, to be- 
kieve a lie, that they all may be damned, | 

Keaſ. 7. Becauſe ſome deny the Lordthat bought them, 


and bring ; al themſelves ſwift deſtruction. But they = 
4 30 3 5 5 


could not deny the Lord that bought them, if he had 
not bought them at all, | | 
24. I ſhallnow briefly ſhew the dreadfulabſurdities 
that follow, from ſaying, Chriſt died only for the Elect. 
1. If Chriſt died not for All, then unbelief is no fin 
in them that finally periſh; ſeeing there is not any 


thing for thofe men to believe unto ſalvation, for 
whom Chriſt died not. | 


2, If Chriſt died not for all men, then it would be { 


a fin in the greateſt part of mankind to believe he 


died for Them; ſeeing it would be to believe a lie. 1 
3. If Chriſt died not for thoſe that are damned, 


then they are not damned for unbelief. Otherwiſe, Ml 
you ſay, that they are damned for not believing a lie. 


4. If Chriſt died not for All, then thoſe who obey | 


Chriſt, by going and preaching the goſpel to every E 
creature; as glad tidings of grace and peace, of great 
Joy to all people, do ſin thereby, in that they go to moſt =6½ 


people with a lie in their mouth. 3 9 
5. If Chriſt died not for all men, then God is not i 


in earneſt in calling all men every where hy cn for 
what gaod could repentance do thoſe, for whom. 8 


Chriſt died not? | . 1 
6, If Chriſt died not for all, then wig 0 15 ſay, 9 
He is not willing that any ſhould periſu? Surely he 1is : 
willing, yea hives that 1.oſt men ſhould periſh; "8 
elſe he would have died for them alſo. _—_ 
7. How ſhall God judge the world by the Man Chriji 8 


Jeſus, if Chriſt did not die for the world? Or how 4 g 
mall he judge them according to the goſpel, when there Wl 


' was never any goſpel or mercy for them? 155 
28. N If Chriſt died for all, why 
are not alkſaved?” ; 
I anſwer, Becauſe they believe not in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. Becauſe God. called, 
and they refuſed to 3 he ftretched out his 


hand, and they regarded not; he counſelled them, but | 


they 


1 r | 

ed. ¶ ey would none of us counſels ; he reproved them, but 
ey ſet at nought all his reproofs ; they followed after 

Lying vanities, and forſook their own, mercies; they des 


m, aied the Lord that bought them, and ſo brought upon: 
ey themſelves: ſwift deſtruction. And becauſe they received 
ad not the love of the truth, that they might be faved,, 
"MT therefore (if you would know wherefore) God gave 
ies WG them up to believe a He, and to be damned. How often 
A. a8 (faith our Lord) would I have gathered you together, 
in and ye would not? Ye would not. Here is the plain. 
ny recaſon, why all men are not ſaved. For God pro- 
or miſeth no man ſalvation, whether he will or no. But 
tleaveth them to eyerlaſting deſtruction, who will 
be not believe and obey the goſpel. 
12 26, „O, then you are an Arminian ! Tou are a. 
©. Free- willer. You hold Free-will in man!“ “ 
d, I hold nothingbutwhat the Scripture ſaith; andthat 
e, you ſhall give me leave to hold. Ido not hold, that 
e. any man has any will or power of himſelf, to do any 
y þ thing that is good; but by the grace of God we may 
ry do all things. I have already ſhewn, he hath given, 


Chriſt for all men. And ke who ſbared not his or Son, 
but delivered him up for us all, ho ſfiall he not with. 
him freely give us all things? And what man know- 
ath. not, that if he make uſe of all the will and power 
God hath given him, God will double his talent, and. 
oy him more? If any therefore deſire to have more, 

et him faithfully improve what he has. Likewiſe: 


what man is he, whodoth not know that he is not 
is condemned, for not doing what: he could not do, but 
n; Vr leaving undone what he could have done if he would. 

F Let any man deny it if he can. | 
Tl 27. © What then, may all men be ſaved if they- 


„„ will- 
on” Before Tanfwer this queſtion directly, I ſhall ſhew 


re 

27 rhat thoſe whoaſkit,aret 1emſelvescompelledto rant: 
y B as much freedom of will, as, we deſire to plead for. 

I For i. The Aſſembly of Divines, in their Confeſſion 
of | of Faith, c. g. do expreſsly ſay, God hath endowed the 
d, will of man with that natural liberty, that it is neither- 
* Forced, nor by any abſolute neceſity determined to do- 
ut | . good ox evil. a. Mr, Baxter, in the preface of his 
1 | Cali - 


+ „ 
Call to the Unconverted, ſays that Calvin as well as Ar- 
minius held Free-will, and that no man of brains. de- 


nieth, that man hath a will that is naturally free ; it ts 


free from violence, it is a' ſelf-determining principle. 
Sure here is as much ſaid for free-will, as any man 
need to ſay, and perhaps more, For, ns 
The difference between us, is this, They ſay, Man 
hath a will which is naturally free, We ſay, Man 
hath this freedom of will, not natural, but by grace. 
We believe, that in the moment A an fell, he had 


no freedom of will left; but that God, n n of his 


own ſree-grace he gave the promiſe of a Saviour to 
him and his PRI graciouſly reſtored to mankind 
a liberty and power toaccept of proffered ſalvation. 

And inall this, man's boaſting is excluded; the whole 
of that which is good in him, even from the firſt mo- 
tion of his will, being of grace :nd not of nature. 
And now we come directly to the OR, whether 


all men may be ſaved if they will 


28. To thoſe who have conſidered what has been pre- 
miſed; Ianſwer, 1. What ſhouldhinderthem iftheybe 
willing? For a. God is not willing that any ſhould pe- 


riſh; yea, g. He is willing that all men ſhould be ſaved. 
And Chriſt is willing; for he came not to judge the 


world, but to ſave the world. And how did he weep 
over FJerufalem? How often would he havegathered 
them together, even as a hen gathereth herchickens 


under her wings, butthey would not? And now, what 


hinders men's ſalvation, but that fame, they would not? 

29. They would not, they will not come at Chriſt's 
cal}, and hearken to his reproof, and wait for his 
counſels, and receive power from on high to live to 
him whodied forthem, walking in all his command- 


ments and ordinances blameleſs, and following him 
-whitherſoever he goeth. This way is ſo narrow that 
few care to walk therein; and therefore they are not 


ſaved, even becaule tñieyreject the counſel of God againſt 
themſelves. They chooſe death; therefore they periſh 


everlaſtingly. 
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